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SKETCHES OF BUTLER COUNTY. 


Butler county was first settled, mostly by inhabitants 
from the counties west of the mountains. Westmore- 
land and Allegheny contributed the greatest portion; 
Washington and Fayette a part; and some came from east 
of the mountains. A few emigrated from other states. 
Pennsylvanians, of Irish and German extraction—native 
Irish, some Scotch, and some few Germans, were 
amongst her first settlers. The first settlement com- 
menced in 1792; immediately subsequent to the act of 
the Sd of April, of that year, which provided for the 
settlement of all that part of western Pennsylvania, ly- 
ing north and west of the Ohio and Allegheny rivers, 
and Conewango creek. No considerable settlement 
was made until 796, and up to 1800-3; at which time 
the county of Butler was formed, and the county town 
jaid out. This era gave anew stimulous to the settle- 
ment and improvement of the country. 


The first settlers had many difficulties and privations | 


to surmount, before they could comfortably sit down 


with a sparing hand, for few there are, ifany, remaining 
to receive rebuke. They have all been consigned to 
the silenttomb. Those who had only surveys made 
and returned without any warrants. In pursuance of 
those wrongs, they entered into articles of agreement 
with settlers, to perform one of the most laborious’and 
essential parts of the law, the setthement—for which 
they were to receive as a gratuity, as they. modestly 
called it, some 100, 150 and 200 acres, as they could 
agree, in five years from the commencement of such 
settlement. The contract on the part of this description 
of land jobbers, in almost every instance has been vio- 
lated and forfeited. The settlers in some instances 
bought out; others have taken out patents themselves, 
and this description of land may now be considered as 
out of dispute. The surest kind of land titles,north and 
west of the Ohio and Allegheny rivers, and Connewan- 
go creek,are the donations which were laid out in 1785, 
in lots of 200, 250, 300 and 500 acres, as a gratuity to 
soldiers, who had been in the service of their country 
in the most perilous times. Part of district No. 1, is in 
Muddycreek township, Butler county; and district No. 


under their own.vine and fig tree. The want of pro- 9, is in Parker, Mercer and Slipperyrock townships. 
visions, ana limited means they had to purchase them, | Those lands are generally good; particularly, such 
was the lot of almost every one who first emigrated. | tracts as are situated on the waters of Muddy creek and 
The greatest hardships and privations, are often sub- | sjinperyrock. 

mitted to patiently, so long as the pleasing prospect of | The titles are indisputable. The original owners of 
liberty and independence is held in view. The act of | he donations were generally of that description of citi- 
the 3d of April, 92, opened a wide field for fraud and | 2ens who were least calculated, and desirous,to improve 
speculation. Whilst it seemed to promise a home to | or advance the settlement of the country; having tasted 
the honest,and industrious, and adventurous pioneer, it the honors of war, and contracted habits and feelings 


at the same time time afforded the most ample source of 
imposition, to those who have generally been denomi- 
nated land jobbers. 

To the several conditions introduced into this law, 
may justly be attributed all the afflicting scenes of liti- 


| adverse to the quiet and peaceful situation of a farmer, 
they generally sold them, and they are now generally 
occupied and improved. 
Detman Bahn Muller, a native of Germany, made a 
considerable purchase in Nicholson’s district of depre- 


= to = a first settlers were made subject. | ciation land in Butler county, and Alexander’s district, 
ome were obliged to abandon the country of their own | part of which is situated in Beaver county. His im- 


choice, and seek a home elsewhere, or remain, to un- 
dergo new scenes of penury and want. 

Those who remained, either compromised, or had 
their rights determined by a due course of law. 

The most prominent speculators were of two descrip- 
tions; the one by survey and warrant; the other by new 
survey and article with the settler. One of the condi- 
tions of these warrants, under the act of ’92, was, that 
of settlement within two years from the date of the war- 
rant, unless prevented by the enemies of the United 
States. This clause unquestionably gave rise to much 
contention. The construction given to it by the su- 
preme court not having taken place, in due time, to ar- 
rest the progress of litigation in its commencement. 
Such as articled with the warrantee, were to receive 
for settlement, a gratuity from 100, 150,to 200 acres, as 
soon as they would complete such settlement—heing five 
years. Many difficulties arising out of those contracts, 
which produced much misunderstanding between the 
parties; and various decisions being had on them, that 
operated much to protract litigation, and the injury of 
those who may truly be called the bone and sinew of 
the country. The other description of land jobber 
should not be overlooked; whether he is entitled to a 


| 


provements were mostly in Butler county. In 1&03, 
he sold considerable part of this land, in Butler county, 
to George Rapp and associates, who laid out the village 
of Harmony, and made other extensive improvements, 
in which they displayed much skill and taste. Indus- 
try and economy were their peculiar characteristics. 
They soon made the wilderness blossom as the rose. In 
|a few years they gotrich. Their town was built up with 
| cabins of round logs, covered with straw, for a season or 
| two, until they put up better buildings; generally built 
| ofbrick, and some frame, for store, tavern, and dwelling 
houses for the principals. A society constituted as this 
one was; settling ina new country, which, but a few 
years before was the common haunt of the beasts of 
prey, it is natural to suppose that it excited much curi- 
osity and speculation. Their customs and manners dif- 
fering so much from those who had previously settled 
in the country, their indefatigable industry in agricul. 
ture, in manufactures, and almost in every kind of me- 
chanism, attracted the attention of many visitors from 
the most distant parts of the United States. But the 
greatest peculiarity of those people, was the prohibi- 
tion of marriage in the society; and even intercourse be- 
tween man and wife was forbidden. In 1814, the se- 





niche in the temple of fame or infamy, is with an honest | ¢} : 
: : any? ciety sold out, for $100,000. The quantity of land from 
ee > ey Tene over them | 6 to 8,000 acres, of which they had cleared probably 
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the one-half. They planted a vineyard, as much for 
ornament as any real advantage they could expect to 
derive trom it. 

The country has not sustained any loss by the change 
of owners. ‘The present proprietor, A. Zeigler, from 
the eastern part of Pennsylvania is aman of great en- 
terprize, of indefatigable industry, and a practical 
farmer. It was but a short time after Mr. Zeigler pur- 
chased, until he sold out a number of lots in the town 
of Harmony, and also a number of farms, generally, to 
Pennsylvania Germans, who were equal in industry and 
skill in farming with their predecessors; and.much bet- 
ter citizens, inasmuch, as they enjoy the right of judg- 
ing and acting for themselves, in all matters both of a 


aie 4° - +48 | 
religious and political nature. The present condition 


of all those farms is, a state of the best improvement 
and cultivation. The raising of wool has been a busi- 
ness with them of considerable extent, and meets with 
much encouragement. The climate, situation, and soil 
of Butler county were ascertained, from experience, to be 
welladapted to the raising of sheep. The land gene- 
rally, in the neighborhood of Harmony and Zelianople 
is very good, and in that township generally. This part 
of the county seems to have been more highly favored 
with settlers than most of the counties. A number of 
Scotch families settled in 1796-7, who came from the 
island of Lewis, in the northern part of Scotland. They 
settled between Butler and Harmony, Connequenes- 
sing township, midway between those places. The 
old stock have mostly been consigned tothe grave. 


Their-descendants are numerous, and are now enjoying |* 


the fruits of their labor in peaceand plenty. A house 
of public worship has been erected of brick, called the 
** White oak spring meeting house,” on the Butler and 
Harmony road, where a large congregation attend wor- 
ship. ‘lhey are of the Associate Presbyterian Reform- 
ed, or Unionists. 

The provisions for the support of religion in Butler 
county, would not be considered by the people in the 
eastern parts of Pennsylvania, where large salaries are 
given, very good. ‘The population somewhat scatter- 
ed; most of ministers of the gospel have the care of two 
or three congregations—from each of which they re- 
ceive an annual compensation by subscription, in all not 
amounting to more than 500 dollars—the highest, from 
that down to 300 dollars. Many of the clergy reside 
in the country,on farms,from which they receive part of 
their support. From the cheapness of all kinds of pro- 
visions in Butler county—large salaries are not so neces- 
sary as in other parts of the state, where rents and all 
kinds of produce are much higher. Business, general- 
ly, in Butler county, is not yet reduced to that kind of 
system, that the pursuit of any one particular branch is 
sufficiently lucrative, without connecting others with 
it. Such is generally the case in all new countries. 

Education is not supported with the liberality which 
the importance of the subject merits. The price of tui- 
tion for each scholar per year, is from 5 to 6 dollars. 
At this sum schoolmasters are not scarce; but not of the 
best kind. In the country, farmers generally, in every 
neighborhood, have erected a school house, where they 
employ ateacher during the winter; during the summer 
there are few schools—excepting in the towns, where 
they have them during summerand winter. The En- 
glish language, writing and arithmetic, are generally 
taught. 

The means of education are quite limited. 

The Presbyterian may be considered the prevailing 
religion. The Presbyterians, Associate Presbyterians, 
Reformed church, or Unionists, Seceders and Cove- 
nanters. The Methodists are becoming very numerous; 
within a few years they have increased very rapidly. 
Some Baptists, and a considerable number of Roman 
Catholics, who are principally settled in Buffaloe, Clear- 
field and Donegal townships. 


| 
| A few feet under ground, extensive beds of bog ore are 
| not uncommon. Bituminous stone coal abounds in eve- 
| ry part of the county, in strata, from two feet to five 
feet; generally found convenient to streams, by digging 
in the hills. It is always found to lie horizontal, cover- 
|ed over with slate. Anthracite coal has never been 
| discovered in Butler county, and I believe not west of 
{the mountains. ‘The benefits to all classes of citizens, 
| the poor, the rich and the manufacturers, are incalcula- 
| ble from this source. Coal is delivered to the citizens 
| of Butler, at 4 cents per bushel the year round. 
| Salt water has been obtained in every instance by bo- 
| ring from 300 to 500 feet. ‘There are several works in 
| active operation. One at Harmony, and near it, and 
| also, one near Butler, ready to commence the manufac- 
| ture of salt. 
| Limestone is found in Slipperyrock, and Mercer 
townships, on the surface of the ground in very large 
rocks, generally thought to be of avery good quality. 
| It is also found in Connequenessing township, Buffaloe, 
| and partially in other parts of the county—but gener. 
| ally under ground. Large sand rock is abundant, which 
|is well adapted to building; being easily split in 
| square lengths from ten to fifteen feet. They are light 
| colored, and very handsome for building, and for which 
they are very much used. 
| . Although Butler county is well adapted to the raising 
of wool, and posseses great advantages in water power, 
or the most essential article for steam power, that of 
coal, there are no woollen nor cotton manufactories, 
On Slipperyrock, where the turnpike from Butler to 
Mercer crosses that creek, fourteen miles from the 
former place, there are erected a furnace and forge for 
the manufacture of iron and castings. The castings 
| which they make are very good, and the ironas good 
;asany made west of the mountains. There are two 
other furnaces,—Bassenhiem furnace, immediately 
west of the county line, part of the land from which 
they receive their wood and ore, is situated in But- 
ler county. The other furnace is situated east of 
Butler county, within a few rods of the line, and 
in the neighborhood of Lawrenceburg on the Alle- 
gheny river; nearly all the lands attached to this fur- 
nace from which they receive their woodand ore, lies in 
Butler county. Bassenhiem furnace is propelled by 
water power. The other, Bear creek furnace, as it is 
called, being situated on that creek, is propelled b 
steam power. The quantity of castings made at eac 
of these furnaces, or rather pig metal, might safely be 
estimated at two or three ton per day, when in good 
order, 


Pittsburg is the market for the disposal of all their 
metal. 

Wheat, rye, corn, buckwheat and oats, are raised in 
Butler county. The soil and climate appear to be well 
} adapted to wheat, rye and oats, and corn is raised in 
considerable quantities. The average weight of wheat 
about 60 Ibs. to the bushel, Butter, beeswax, wool, 
beef and pork, and miner articles, common to other 
| parts of the state, compose her exports. All kinds of 
grass seem to do very well; timothy, however, is most 
| commonly raised; clover has been tried with flattering 
success, but to no great extent. All the surplus pro- 
‘duce goes to Pittsburg, where there is generally an ex- 
cellent market: of the-amount of which no adequate 
| idea could be formed, as it is taken in various ways, by 
| wagons and on horses. Considerable flour is manu- 
factured, and sometimes taken in barrels to market, but 
'most usually in bags. There are but two turnpikes 
, which passes through Butler county. One from Kit- 


' tanning, the other from Pittsburg, through the county 








town to Mercer, and Meadville to Erie. This one may 


be considered the great thoroughfare from Pittsburg 
to the great lakes, Stages arrive and depart daily at 


‘Butler. Another turnpike is about making from Rose- 


Iron ore is found in abundance in several townships, | burg, Armstrong county, to Mercer, through Murrins- 
Parker, Venango, Slipperyrock and Connequenessing. | ville and Harrisville, Butler county, The county of But- 
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ler has generally bridged such streams as were consid- | Franklin road, on an extensive prarie in Mercer town- 
ered dangerous, where great leading roads cross, In | ship, 20 miles from Butler, and same distance from 


this respect she has been very liberal. 

In the town of Butler, there are two weekly news- 
papers printed. The Western Sentinel and Democratic 
Press, and the Butler Repository. The former is oppo- 
sed to the United States and state administrations, the 
latter infavor. The former anti-masonic, the latter op- 
posed. 

Butler has a Court-house two stories high, built of 
brick, rather handsome and capacious; with offices at- 
tached, built of brick, The Court-house and offices 
are situated in the centre of the town, on the public 
square, on elevated ground, commanding a handsome 
view of the surrounding country, which is somewhat 
diversified with meadow lands and hills. The Conne- 
quenessing here running partly round the town, form- 
ing ahorse shoe, adds much to the beauty, and even con- 
venience of the place, with respect to water and 
meadow lands. 

The Jail has two stories, built of stone, (sand stone, ) 
avith a wall around the back part of it, as is usualin the 
western country. The Academy, built in 1810, is of 


stone, two stories. The English and Latin languages are 
taught in it. 


Churches in Butler are as follows:—Presbyterian one; | 


Associate Reformed or Unionists one; Methodist one; 











Franklin; 8 or 10 houses, built of wood, excepting one 
brick building. The turnpike from Roseburg to Mer- 
bea’ passes through this place. It is but a few years 
| since this place was laid out, 

Murrinsville, situated on the Butler and Franklin 
state road, where the Roseburg and Mercer turnpike 
cross the same, distant 18 miles from Butler. It was 
laid out a few years ago, has but afew buildings; tavern, 
store, &c. 

Unionville, in Centre township, lately laid out on the 
turnpike from Butler to Mercer, five miles from the 
|former; 8 or 10 log buildings—in it; two taverns, &c. 
| Sunbury, laid out lately in Centre township, has oniy 
|a few buildings of wood. It is situated on the state 
road, from Butler to Franklin, 10 miles from the for- 
mer place. 

Evansburgh, laid out last fall, in October, situated 
in Cranberry township, on the old Franklin road, twen- 
| ty-three miles of Pittsburg, 4 miles east of Harmony, 
‘and 12 miles west of Butler—have only commenced 
| building. Break-neck river, runs immediately south 

of it. 
| Hannahstown, in Buffaloe township, on the Freeport 
road, from Butler 8 miles; and was laid out two years 
ago; has a few houses in it. 








‘ 


Roman Catholic one; and are now about building | Stores and taverns in each town, as near as can be 


a splendid Episcopal church, and another Presbyterian 
church. The churches now built, are of brick, except- 
ing the present Presbyterian, which is of stone. Those 
others are to be built of brick, 

aoe in the townships as near as can be recol- 
ected. 


Centre township, one Presbyterian. 


Slipperyrock, one do. 
Mercer, two do. and one Seceder. 
Parker, one do. 
Venango one do. 


Middlesex, oné Presbyterian, one Covenanter, and 


one Seceder. Connequenessing seven. At Cranberry, | 


one Presbyterian church. 

Muddycreek, one Presbyterian, and one Unionor As- 
sociate Reformed. 

Grist, saw, and other mills are as follows: 
Townships. Grist. Sav. Fulling. Oil. Powder. 
Middlesex, 3 
Cranbury, 2 
Connequenessing,7 
Muddycreek, 
Slipperyrock, 
Mercer, 
Venango, 
Parker, 
Donegal, 
Clearfield, 
Buffaloe, 
Butler, 
Centre, 


NWWwewWwh oe 
Slawmwnnvnnnerunrtnweo 
salomoocomnnotceo 
wlomocococooHoo 
wloneorococooscooe 


40 


Land, unimproved, sells at various prices, from two 
dollars peracre, to four dollars. 
Improved land, from 3 dollars to 10 dollars per acre. 
70 dwelling-houses in Butler. 


35 to 40 s in Harmony, ? Conequenessing 
35 to 40 6s in Zelianople g township. 
8 to 10 6 in Portersville, Muddycreek. 
6to 8 és 


in Prospect, do. 

Centreville, Slipperyrock township, from 40 to 50 
buildings. Itis only a few years, since this town was 
laid out, and as if by enchantment, it has sprung up, 
into a handsome village, being situated 14 miles from 
Butler, on the Butler and Mercer turnpike road, A 
number of the buildings are brick. 


Harrisville, is situated on the old Pittsburg and 


recollected. 
Stores. Taverns. 
Butler, - - 7 7 
Harmony, - - 3 2 
Zelianople, - - 2 2 
Portersville, . - 1 1 
Prospect, - - 1 2 
Centreville, . - 5 4 
Unionville, - - 0 s. 
| Harrisville, - - 2 2 
| Fairview, - - 1 2 
Murrinsville, - : 1 1 
Hannahsburg, - : 1 1 


Country Stores in the Townships. 


Connequenessing township, 4 
| Cranbury, P . y 4 1 
| Middlesex, - - . - 3 
i Donegal, . - . - 1 
| Parker, - . - cae as 1 
| Venango, : . - - Rin 0 
| SEpperyrock, - - : Bice 1 


| Agriculture, is improving within a few years, since 
‘the titles of land have been firmly settled; however, 
| much room is yet left to improve. The farmers gene- 
‘rally, are too much disposed to farm too much ground. 
| They have not yet turned their attention to till the 
ground with so much neatness, and to sow in due season, 
| as the farmers of an old county. Considerable surplus 
| produce is raised and taken to market. They have not 
| yet turned their attention to improve the breed of cat- 
| tle. 
The tide of emigration has commenced to flow in 
| upon Butler county; which in a few years willtake up 
all the vacant lands for settlement; many sales were 
| made during the year 1831, to Germans lately from Ger- 
many. They have made considerable purchases in Buffa- 
loe and Connequenessing townships. ‘They seem to pre- 
fer land not very heavily timbered. Such as is generally 
denominated ‘‘glade,” having been injured by fire, pre- 
vious to, and since the settlement of the country: 
It isa remarkable fact, that this kind of land is amongst 
the most productive, although to the eye, before it is 
cultivated, it has rather «sterile appearance, or barren . 
waste, for the want of large timber. Experiments gene- 
rally, test the truth of facts. Last year, in 1831, there 
were raised on this description of land in Buffaloe 
township, by the Messrs. Walkers, 3200 bushels of po- 
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tatoes, on five acres of ground. In other parts of| The creek on the east, south, south-west, and west, 
the county, where it is well timbered, land does not! washes the face of the hill on which the town is erected. 
produce any better. The glade land is covered over| Streets and lots are laid out due north and south, east, 
with thick under-brush, such as pin-oak, and white-oak, | and west. The situation is generally admired by tra- 
growing out from large stools, or stumps; hickory also, | vellers. 
and willow. Those stools in many instances are found| Butler township, the face of which is rolling, between 
to be 3 or 4 feet over in diameter, which proves most | the principal “streams, through big’ and little Conne- 
incontrovertibly, that at one time not many years back, | quenessing; near the streams hilly and somewhat rocky. 
all this kind of land was thickly and heavily timbered. | Soil of the bottom lands, loam and sand, on the rolling 
Shortly after the first settlement of Butler county, | land, loam, gravel, and clay. 
and all those counties north and west of the Ohioand Alle-| | White-oak, black-oak, and pin-oak, are the prevail- 
gheny rivers, and Conewango creek, the seasons | ing timber; some maple, cherry, and hickory. 
seemed to be more changeable and frosty, than they! Buffaloe township, the face of which is similar to 
have been for ten or fifteen years back. This, together | that of Butler, not so well timbered, in consequence of 
with the uncertainty of land, operated prejudicially to | fire. Some glade land which is considered good. 
the settlement and further improvement of the coun-| Centre township partakes of that of Butler; gen- 
try, and at the same time, an advantage to the state of | erally well timbered, with white-oak, black-oak, and pin- 
Ohio, to which the most fickle, and those most easily dis- | oak. 
couraged, removed. If such a population could be| Clearfield township, is similar to Buffaloe, in soil and 
considered an acquisition to any country, Ohio has some | face of the country, and has also been much injured 
of this kind. The most steady and determined ones/ by that devastating element fire; what was but a few 
remained. Of this kind of population does it now, to- | years ago grown over with brush, is now becoming well 
gether with many who have removed to it since 1800-3, | timbered. It is not an uncommon observation with 
consist. It was not surprising then, that so many | those who first settled the country, that when they first 
concurrent circumstances, as inhospitable climate, sea- | came to the country, they could see a deer, two hun- 
gons unfriendly to vegetation, and devastations made by | dred rods, where now the timber has grown so tall, and 
fire; the want of provisions, and above all, the uncer- | stands so thick, they could not see one the fourth of 
tainty, and undetermined situation of the land titles, | that distance. They then looked over it, so small was it. 
between settler and land-jobber, should operate to the Connequenessing township, somewhat hilly; the land 
character of the country in the most prejudicial man-| however, of an excellant quality, loam, sandy, clay, 
ner. There is a trait common to human nature, to be | and gravel; extensive bottoms on the big Conneque- 
found every where, and in every situation. Prosperity } nessing, the soil of which loam, and sand, easily tilled, 
ina country endears us to it; the reverse, alienates the | producing the best of corn and wheat. <A number of 
affections from it. streams of considerable size, uniting with the main 
The country in which we seem to prosper most, | creek Connequenessing, making a considerable quan- 
where liberty and independence are the least in jeopar- | tum of the land hilly, but not too much so for cultivation, 
dy, gives to it qualities in our estimation, which in a dif-| andisnow mostly in a high state of cultivation. The 
ferent state of things would be the reverse. streams which run into Connequennessing, in this town- 
The tedious scenes of litigation, certainly had their | ship, from the south, first Glade run, and Break-neck, 
effects in producing the misrepresentations of the cha-| on the north, little Connequenessing, Big and Little 
yacter of the country; the quality of the land; the re-| Yellow creek. The improvements made on those dif- 
sources and every thing else, which were resorted to for | ferent streams, are extensive and substantial; abounds 
the purpose of checking the improvement, the pros-| with timber, oaks of all kinds, and chesnut on the 
perity, and happiness of the people. All these objec-| bottoms, cherry, maple, some walnut, and linn. 
tions, to Butler county, are now removed. ‘lhe at Connequenessing township, 7 miles square. 
putes in land titles, have been almost without excep- The valuation of taxable property, $191,755—num- 
tion, settled either amicably, or by a due course of law. | ber of taxables, 432—whole population, 1891—of which 
The titles to all lands are as good asin any part of the ; number, 953 are males, and 938 females. 











state of Pennsylvania. Germans, 115 964 
And it now seemsto be conceded by the traveller, also Descendants of do. 849 
by the inhabitants of the counties adjoining, that But- | Irish, 53 507 
Jer county, is well situated for agriculture, for manufac- Descendants of Irish, 454 
tures, either by steam power, or water. From her con- | Scotch, 25 165 
tiguity to a market, which is probably equal to any in | Descendants of Scotch, 140 
the state, (Pittsburg,) with her other advantages, | English, 23 152 
she must become one of the most wealthy counties on | Descendants of do, 129 
the north-west side of the Ohio and Allegheny rivers. Descendants of Low Dutch, 19 
Her lands generally, are well situated for farming, Decendants of Swedes, 8 
having a suitable proportion of meadow and arable | Welsh, 7 
land, so that every farm may have enough of natural | _ Unknown, Ft os 49 
meadow land, which produces the best of timothy, | 643 professors of religion, consisting of Evangelical 
when cleared and cultivated. The upland lies sufii- | Lutherans, 
ciently high and rolling for all kinds of grain, and when | Minnomites, 99 
properly farmed in due season, produces sound grain, | Presbyterians, 91 
and in sufficient quantities. But there is one important Associate Reformed, 90 
advantage, with which the county of Butleris much bless- German Reformed, 77 
ed, and thatis, an&bundant supply of the best of water, Covenanters, 25 
as clear as the pearly dew; its purity bespeaks its Seceders, 18 
wholesomeness, and the general health of the country. Methodists, 18 
No case of fever and ague has ever been known to oc- Baptists, 10 
cur in the county. Catholics, 10 
The borough of Butler, is situated on an eminence | Quakers, 7 
above the level of the Connequenessing creek. The | Such as are 16 years old, and have not 
creek runs partly round the town, forming the figure of; | made any profession of religion, 300 


a horse shoe. On the north, and north-west, the ground | Numbers of families destitute of Bibles, 31 
gradually descends from the public square, expanding | Persons of 15 years old and upwards, 
into handsome, and, in soil, first rate meadow land. who cannot read, 50 


1 iia 
ee Wer ee 
ce) Bd eS a 


Bs. 
SS 





1832. } SKETCHES OF PORT CARBON. 389 


ie ee ees 





whiskey con- ensation. The owners of those lands not residing on 
sl doers a 3044 ew some of the present inhabitants feel such inter- 
Distilled, 7850 est as would justify giving such reward, as they might 
Number of coal-banks, about 50 ask. However, be the facts as they may, the circum- 
Schools during winter, 9 stances are strong enough to excite inquiry, and exami- 
Churches and meeting houses, 7 nation, to ascertain the truth of this Indian story, 


anberry township, partakes of the quality of But-| whether it be false or true. The subject is of sufficient 
veri comenie anita glade. ‘This township takes | magnitude to institute an inquiry and thorough _—— 
its name from an extensive plane, where cranberries are }nation, by some person who is an adept in the science 0 
found growing. The soil—loam, clay, and gravel. mineralogy. 
Donegal, Parker, and Venango townships, present Sees 
a similarity of face, somewhat me mee por - From the Port Carbon Gazette. 
dales. In those townships are the highest lands in the 
county, which separates the waters of Bear creek, SKETCH OF PORT CARBON ; ) 
Scrubgrass, and Buffaloe, which flow into the Alleghe-| Where the town of Port Carbon now receives the in- 
ny, from those which discharge into the Beaver and | valuable treasures of our mines, four years since the soli- 
Ohio. Those townships are tolerably well timbered, tary bittern could rest unmolested, and the noisy aoe 
some barren land and glade. The soil rather diversi-!| fisher pursue his depredations on the finny tribe, whic 
fied—loam, clay, gravel, and some limestone. _ fill the transparent waters of the Schuylkil!, and the full- 
In the neighborhood of those streams, considerably | flowing and pellucid steam of Mill Creek. Nowat the 
hilly, stone is found of an excellent quality for building. | confluence of these streams the landings commence, 
This section of Butler county, at no distant day, will be | and extend thence about a quarter of a mile down the 
distinguished for Iron works, as it abounds with all the | Schuylkill. “From an elevated situation on the north- 
materials, of ore and stone-coal of an excellent quality | east part of the town a bird’s eye view may be had of 
superior to that which is mostly found in other parts of | the movements and active industry of the place. On 
the county. the west, descending the Mill Creek rail-road, which 
Mercer township, the north-eastern part of which re-| winds through this part of the town, may be seen con- 
sembles that of Venango, in face, soil, and timber. | tinued trains of rail-cars, moving to their destination 
The middle and western part, rolling, the soil, loamy, | at the different chutes and landing-places—some high 
clay and, limestone. up on trestles and some under this work, to suit the dif- 
Slipperyrock township, the eastern part of which, is | ferent views of the operators, as to thie convenience of 
similar to Parker and Venango, somewhat diversified in | loading their boats. 
soil and face of the country, that which lies on,and} While the eye may be here engaged in busy interest, 
near the Slipperyrock creek, north and south branches, | the animating notes of the boat-man’s horn, call the at- 
and particularly between those branches for a few | tention to the arrival or departure of canal boats, giving 
miles above their junction, is of an excellent quality; | to the whole scene an air of busy life, peculiarly anima- 
loam, clay, and limestone. The middle, and western | ting. 
end of the township, rolling; soil, loam, clay, and lime- | No regular plan has been pursued in the formation of 
stone, which is to be found on the face of the ground, | this town. In what may be called its centre there are 
and by digging a few feet. The western part of this | still standing some trees, which may number a century 
township affords many of the best scites for water-pow- | before the discovery of this continent. This is owing 
er, and those natural advantages are not neglected, | to the independenc plan pursued by the several propri- 
Slipperyrock, being one of the most durable streams | etors; yet as you approach from Pottsville the lively 
in the west, several grist-mills are built on it, which in| sprinkling of houses, in the additions locally distinguish- 
dry seasons, when most of the mills on other streams | ed as Lawtonville and Irishtown, give an agreeable im- 
cannot do any thing, those mills grind for nearly all’ pression of thistown in the woods. 
the county. The land is well timbered generally, of| Advancing still nearer the Landings, the large stone 
all kinds of oaks, sugar-tree, and chesnut. On the | warehouse of Col. Wetherill, and many other fine build- 
bottom land, elm, linn, alder, sugar, maple, hickory, &c. | ings, make up a view of three-fourths of the town. 
Muddycreek, a stream of this name passes through { The outlines are broad, yet there is no question that in 


this township, from which it takes its name. On the } a few years they will be filled up, and the aspect of the 
creek there are cxtensive meadow lands, of the richest | whole town changed. 


quality. This township will in time be celebrated for| Canal-basins may be extended up Mill creek, fine 
its extensive meadows, and for the raising of all kinds | storesand dwelling houses, and well regulated side walks, 
of stock. The hills aretolerably good, and producing | may ornament its margin, and when all its advantages of 
the best of grain; the soil loam, clay, and gravel. ‘The | position are considered, we may predict for this place a 
dividing ridge between the waters of Muddy creek, | celebrity and importance little inferior to the far-famed 
and Yellow creek, extends through this township from | Rochester of New York. 

south-east, to north-west; immediately on either side, | ©The Schuylkill Valley and Mill Creek Rail-roads, ter- 
ratherhilly. Considerable table, or rolling land, on the | minate here: the former, ten miles in length, passing 
eastern part of the township. It is generally well tim-| over a fine coal region to Tuscarora, the latter, four 
bered, &e. with all kinds of oak, some sugar-tree, | miles in length, to the Mine Hill and Broad Mountain 


_ maple, chesnut, and some poplar; alder in the| veins, both intersected by numerous lateral roads, con- 
ottoms. 


nected with approved collieries commencing in the 

N. B. Itis generally believed, that there is a lead | town itself, which is in fact built over the coal, one of 
mine in Connequenessing township, on some of the | the most valuable veins in the country passing under it. 
lands near the Connequenessing creek above Harmony,| When the Danville and Pottsville Rail-road shall be 
about three miles, supposed to be on some of the lands| completed, Port Carbon will derive her full share of 
owned by Benjamin Chew, Esq. of Philadelphia. It issaid | benefit. A reference to the plan of their works will 
that the Indians knew of it, and got lead fromvit, the re-| show our position to be pecullarly favourable, and the 
Mains of small furnaces are yet to be seen near the creek | Mill Creek Rail-road can be connected with it, so as to 
where it is supposed they extracted it from the ore. Some bring the travelling, in a direct line, to the Port Carbon 


of the Indians belonging to Corn-planter’s tribe, it is re- | landings, and much nearer to the navigation than the 
presented, who know the fa 


1 1 ct, that it was they who| termination designated by their charter. I do not refer 
discovered it and used it. Those Indians in passing and | to the map issued with the circular of the company, as 
repassing through that neighborhood, speak of it, but | the author did not think proper to give a name to Mill 
will not point it out, without receiving a liberal com-! creek, or to mark it as a part of the route, although the 
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road is already graded onit for a considerable distance, 
and within three miles of our town, which, by the way, 
was also not deemed worthy a name, although as large, 
at the time the map was published, as the county town, 
the name of which appears therein conspicuously. 


A first rate road, already commenced, will also be 
completed, in the course of this summer, from the cen- 
tre turnpike at New Castle, of a much easier grade than 
the turnpike, and extended to our county town, which 
by this shortened route is not five miles distant; so that 


our neighbors of Pottsville, will find it convenient | 5 46 


to pass through Port Carbon to the seat of justice. 
The saving of toll for eight and half miles on the turn- 
pike will be some inducement to them, and no trifle to 
the teamsters from the upper country, who are suffi- 


ciently sagacious to discover the nearest and cheapest | 3 


road to market. The people of Orwigsburg will be 
materially benefited by the new facilities of communica- 
tion thus opened. 


METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER. 


Extract from the Meteorological Register, taken at the 
State Capitol—Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 


Br James Waiear, Librarian. 


MAY, 1832, 
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6\Sunday |/50|66'57\58'| 69172\72,)| 71)ISE 
7|Monday 52'69|66'62||  70|73|76]| 73\|SE 
8!Tuesday ||57|67/69\64|| 72174|76]| 74\|s 
Wednesd|/58/70/68|65|| 71/73|76') 9 73)1W 
10] Thursd’y||64{75|79|73||  77|79/80|| 79\|S E 
11|Friday © ||65|76/71|71)|  79/78|77)|  75\|SE 
12!Saturday ||54177!78166)| 70\74:78|! 74/S 
13|Sunday |/65/82|74|77|| 78 76\76 77\|S 
14/Monday ||67|86|76|76|| 76|78)75|| 76/|S 
15) Tuesday ||67|76)69)71 76 76/73) 75|,W 
16/'Wednesd 34 a Pa 68/71|76;|  72)|IS W 
17) Thursd’y| 54 73180'71| 70|76|50)|  75||IS E 
18Friday * ||65'84)81/77||  73,77|80|!  77||S W 
19|Saturday |/63|/81|67,70)| 71\76;72|| 73||S E 
20|Sunday |/65|72|65/67|| 60|72/65|| 66)|INW 
21\Monday |!48/68!67|61|| 65{70|75|| 70||IN W 
22|Tuesday |}50|70|72/64,| 73|77\81'| 77\|INW 
23|W ednesd||52|59|57|56|| 74|75.76!| 75I|S E 
24)'Thursd’y||49)53}51151|| 74/72/70}; 72|/E 
25|Friday - |/48|60|55|54|| 70\73|70 | 7i\|N 
26|Saturday }/46(55|51)52)| 67)66|65|; 66!|N E 
27|\Sunday [|50/65/60|58|| 62/64,64|| 63)|N 
28|Monday |)50|70/65)62;| 65)|69/67!| 64/IN W 
29|Tuesday ||48}72,70/63|| 67|73\75||  72/|IN W 
30} W ednesdj|55|56|56] 56 68 6869 65||IN W 
31 Thards’y| 55\61/66)\61 67|68172!| 66i'N 
~———"Thermomeler. | Barometer. 


Maximum on 13th 77°\Max. on the 10th 29.79 in. 
Minimum on 24th 51°\Min. on the 27th 29.63 in. 
Difference 26°| Difference -16 in. 
Mean 64°] Mean 29,72 in, 














{June 
Atmosphere. Morning. Afternoon. 
16 2 days|Clear Clear 
7 21 2 ** |Clearblust’g |Clear blust’g 
29101112 1317 
18 27 28 29 12 ** |Fair Fair 
25 1 day |Fair Cloudy 
20 1 ** |Cloudy Fair 
30 31 2 days |Cloudy blust’g|Clou’y blust’g 
| 16 1 day |Show’y blust’g\Clou’y blust’g 
4 1 * {Cloudy Showery 
2 days |Showery Cloudy 
1 day |Showery Clear - 
| 23 24 26 ‘3 days !Rain Rain 
1 jLday |Showery Showery 


i. ‘6 {Fair Rain th. gust. 
1 * {Cloudy 


On the 14th, at noon, the thermometer at 86° the 
highest. On the 2d, in the morning, thermometer at 
45° the lowest. Range 41° inthe month. 

On the 22d, in the evening, barometer at 29.81 
inches, the highest. On the 20th, in the morning, at 
29.60 inches, the lowest. Range in the month 00.21 
inches. 

The wind was 10 days east of the meridian; 12 days 
west of it; 5 days north, and 4 south. 

This month was 11° warmer than the month preced- 
ing it, and 33° warmer than last May. 


CHESAPEAKE AND DELAWARE CANAL. 
General report of the President and Directors of the 
Chesapeake and Delaware canal company. 


In compliance with the provisions of the charter of 
the Chesapeake and Delaware canal company, the pre- 
sident and directors, submit the annual report of their 

| proceedings, together with the treasurer’s statement of 
| the financial concerns of the company. 
| Since the last meeting of stockholders, the canal has 
| been in daily use, except when obstructed by ice, 
which occurred only when the navigation of the Dela- 
ware and Elk rivers was closed by the same cause. The 
| trade by way of the canal was fora short time some- 
what impeded, as the draft of water which could be 
| carried through it was reduced to about six feet during 
| the early part of this season, in consequence of the for- 
mation of a culvert crossing the line of the canal near 
| Delaware city. 
| This work was rendered indispensably necessary, for 
, the purpose of draining a large body of marsh, the 
| overflowing of which, being caused by the embank- 
| ments of the canal stopping the usual water courses, 
had given rise to extravagant claims for damages, and 
| been a fruitful source of litigation and expense to the 
;company. After a careful investigation, it was ascer- 
| tained that these evils could not be prevented except 
| by venting the water in its natural channel. To effect 
\ this desirable object, a very capacious culvert, made 
| of adequate strength to resist any pressure that it could 
| under any circumstances have to sustain, has been laid 
under the bottom of the canal, in such a position that it 
|communicates with the water course by which the 
| marshes were drained before the canal was made, This 
| has been done without preventing its navigation for a 
| day. 
| The formation of this culvert has been difficult and 
| tedious, but it is now finished and in full operation, and 
| is found effectually to answer the purpose for which it 
| was intended. Much attention has been given to the 
| selection of proper materials, as well as to the construc- 
| tion of the work; which being constantly under water, 
| is by that means protected from decay. 
During the past season, the canal generally, has been 
|in good order, The earth which it was necessary to re- 
| move from the sides of the deep cut, has been used to 
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enlarge and strengthen the towing-path, in exposed 
places, where it had been partially chafed away by the 
action of the waves, or to increase its height in those 
parts, where, from the consolidation of the materials of 
which it had been formed, it had become tou low. 

The walls of one of the locks on the upper level have 
been raised, by which an additional supply of water, of 
nearly a foot in depth, over that level, (of about six 
hundred acres in extent,) has been obtained. This, with 
the aid of the other reservoirs, has furnished a quantity 
fully adequate to meet the loss by evaporation, or de- 
mand for lockage, during the whole of last season. 

The additional height of water will make necessary a 
corresponding increase in the stoning on those parts of 
the banks of this level where it has not been already 
done. Since the last report, final settlements have 
been satisfactorily completed with all the contractors 
except one, that were employed in constructing the 
canal, locks, bridges, and walls, and the several ba- 
lances that were due them paid. 

Purchases and payments have also been made of the 
different pieces of land, which by permanently over- 
flowing or other causes, became requisite for canal pur- 

oses. ; 
P The claims of damages for temporary occupancy of 
ground, by flooding or otherwise, have been very ge- 
nerally adjusted and liquidated. 

The tolls received since the last annual statement, 
amount to $63,073 47. This is not as large a sum as 
could have been fairly calculated on, or as was anticpat- 
ed. The deficiency may, however, readily be traced to 
several causes. Among these were the early com- 
mencement of the severely cold weather of the past win- 
ter, and its long continuance, which stopped the naviga- 
tion on the canal much sooner, and kept it closed until 
a later period than ordinary, and prevented the receipt 
of any revenue for a considerable time. A diminution 
of the general mercantile transactions during the pre- 
sent spring, and the short quantity of flour made last 
season, have also, each materially affected the business 
of this company. The completion of the rail-road in 
the vicinity of the canal, has taken from it, for the pre- 
sent, the transportation of passengers, and a portion of 
the light articles of merchandize. 

But the cause which has been most operative of any 
on the tolls, this spring, has been the state of the waters 
of the river Susquehanna, the usual ice freshet having 
taken place early in the season, and passed off so rapid- 
ly and violently, as not to be available for transporta- 
tion, and the river has since been so low, except for 
very short periods, that the produce of the interior 
parts of Pennsylvania and New York, which heretofore 
by that channel sought its way to market, has been pre- 
vented or delayed thus far, this season, from pursuing 
its usual course. ° 

The following statement will show the number of 
passages since the last report, that have been made 
through the canal, by regular packets employed in the 
transportation of merchandize between Baltimore, Alex- 
andria, Richmond, Petersburg, and Norfolk, and Phila- 


| indicated by the following comparative statements of 
| the number of vessels that have passed through it, the 
|amount of tolls received, and the rates of increase du- 
ring the different periods. 
Number of passages made through the canal. 
| 

From Del. From Ches. Total. 
From 31st Aug. 1829,to Ist 





Jan. 1850, 375 309 684 
1st Jan. 1830,to 1st 
Jan. 1831, 2567 2457 5024 
1st Jan. 1831, to 1st 
Jan. 1832, 2682 e 2549 5231 
Ast Jan. 1832, to Ist 
June, 1832, 1189 1155 2294 
6763 6470 13233 
Amount of tolls received. 
From 31st Aug. 1829, to Ist Jan. 1830, $6,822 88 


1st Jan. 1830,to 
Ast June,1830, 17,835 28 
1st June,1830, to 


Ist Jan. 1831, 32,228 84 


dur. 1830, 50,063. 66 
1st Jan. 1831, to 


1st June,1831, 28,994 67 
1st June, 1851, to 
Ist Jan, 1832, 39,107 95 


—dur. 1831, 68,102 62 
1st Jan. 1832, to 1st June, 1852, 23,965 52 














The revenue of the company during the portion of 

| the year 1829, that the canal was in operation, as con- 

trasted with that of 1830, shows an increase on the 

amount of the first, exclusive, in both cases, of receipts 
for passenger barges, at the rate of 48 per cent. 

The revenue (also exclusive of that from passenger 
barges,) during the year 1830, as compared with that of 

| last year, shows an increase on the amount of the form- 
er period, and in favor of the latter, at the rate of 50 
per cent. 

By the preceding statement may be seen the rapid 
manner in which the trade on the canal has increased, 

| from its commencement until this spring. 

As the principal causes which have made the busi- 
ness of the present season an exception to the general 
rate of increase are but temporary, it may fairly be in- 
ferred, that the effects will be of the same transient 

| character, except chat arising from the competition in 

the transportation of passengers, as some of them no 

| doubt will continue to go by other routes, while a por- 
} tion may prefer that by way of the canal. 

Applications have recently been made from different 

| quarters, in relation to the use of the canal by passen- 

ger barges, to be propelled by steam power; as by that 

| means, it is thought, they might rival in speed, as they 

would in comfort and convenience, any other way of 

| crossing the Delaware peninsula. And it is probable, 


delphia. Alsothe number of passages of vessels engaged | the public, next season, will have an opportunity of 
in carrying produce, with anaccount of the quantity of | testing the relative advantages of each mode of conyey- 


some of the principal articles with which they were la- 
laden. 
1183 packets with merchandize. 
824 vessels, carrying 
236 = do. 


wood 19,932 cords, 
arks and rafts, carry- 

ing lumber 6,057,907 feet. 

148 do. carrying flour 47,685 barrels. 

267 ~=—s dao. do. wheat,corn,&c.316,173 bushels. 
2975 = do. do. cotton, iron, oysters, fish, coal, 
whiskey, and various other ar- 
ticles, 
5633 passages that have been made between Ist June, 

1831, and Ist June, 1832, 
The general busines of the canal has been gradually 

and progressively increasing since it was opened, as 





"Fr 


Frequent attempts having been made to defraud the 
; revenue of the canal company, by means of false mani- 
fests of cargoes,and various deceptions, which there was 
no power under the charter to punish by fine, or other- 
wise, when detected, a remedy for this evil became ne- 
|cessary. Applications were therefore made during 
| their last sessions, to the Legislatures of Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, and Maryland, for the passage of laws, in the 
several states, to prevent these practices, by subjecting 
the persons engaged in them to penalties. Acts were 
accordingly passed by each, inflicting a fine, in one 
| state of twenty dollars, and in the others of double the 
| usual rates of toll, with all the incidental expenses of 
examination and costs of prosecution. 
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392 PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. (Jorg 


It is expected, that by a strict enforcement of the pro- ed on Monday ni i 
visions of these laws, a recurrence of similar smears | mittee to visit i oe ee ae ; 
will hereafter generally be prevented. which was agreed to. Messrs. Groves and Lippincott, 

The difficulties that must be encountered in the navi- | were appointed the committee on behalf of a ] t 
gation of Back creek me been made more apparent, | council. — 
and increased by the additional trade through it, anoth:} Mr. Lrppry pale 
er application has recently been made to Congress, for | was aa. ks eeerienaeeen 
an appropriation for the purpose of improving its chan- | Resolved, That the Mayor is hereby authorised to 
nel. A bill is now before that body, embracing this ve- | draw his warrant on the city treasurer, in favour of the 
ry desirable object; ahd there is a well grounded expec- | committee appointed to view the lands of Stephen Gi- 
tation that it will pass, and ultimately become a law. | rard, for the amount of the expenses incurred by them 
This creek being a tide waterand great public highway, | and that the same be charged to the Girard fund. : 
it is believed that an act to improve its navigation would | COMMON COUNCIL—Mr. SxxTon was called to 
not come within the range of the constitutional objec- | the chair in the absence of the president. 
tion to certain classes of internal improvements. Petitions were presented similar to those presented 

Although the revenue of the company, for the last | in the select council. 
season, has not been as great as was expected, yet as! The common council appointed Messrs. Sullivan, 
the general trade has continued progressively to in- Oldenburg, and Wetherill the committee on their part 
crease, there is no reason to believe the favorable re- | relative to the Rail-road along Broad street 
sults that have been anticipated, in relation to the canal, | Messrs. Moss, Hood and Wainwright, were appointed 
will not be realized. The stockholders will soon derive | the committee relative to the communication received 
other benefits than those they now share in common | from the board of health. 
with the public, in the facilities afforded to trade and Thursday, June 14, 1832 

Js > ° 


intercourse, and the consequent incréase of both; and 
q SELECT COUNCIL.—Mr. Toraxn, presented the 


the advantages, so far as respects the citizens of Phila- - NCI 
delphia, of the additional quantity and diminished price ene from the nephews of the late 
ephen Girard. 


of many of the necessaries of life, which are so largely | 
supplied by means of this new channel. And therecan | To the Select and Common Councils of the city of Phila- 
be little doubt, that the transportation through it, will delphia. 
continue to augment from ordinary causes as heretofore; ‘The memorial of John Fabricius Girard, and John Au- 
and particularly by the extension of the Baltimore and | guste Girard, citizens of France nephews and lega- 
Ohio rail-road, and other internal improvements of the! tees of Stephen Girard, deceased, 
south. In addition to which, it will be greatly increas- Respectfully showeth, that being advised of the death 
ed when the communication shall be open between the | of their uncle and of his bequests in their favor, they 
northern and southern states, hy the construction of the ‘came to this city to receive their respective legacies, 
Delaware and Raritan canal, now in rapid progr ess; having the most unlimited confidence, from his uncom- 
which will complete a great chain of inland sloop navi- , mon wealth and resources, that they had but to ask and 
gation along the sea-board, of which the Chesapeake | receive. 
and Delaware canal now forms but an unconnected Your memorialists, however, has been advised that 
art. ‘ : ; the law intended for the benefit of creditors, allows 
Since the last annual meeting, Mr. S. Griffitts Fisher | them a year to present their claims, and will not within 
has been appointed secretary and treasurer, in conse- | that period compel the executors. But, that, where 
quence of the resignation of Mr. Henry D. Gilpin, who | not even the most remote suspicion can be entertained 
had held those offices from the reorganization of the | of the insufficiency of the estate to pay debts and lega- 
company in January, 1822. The board feel it due to the | cies, the reason of the law fails, and with it fails the ne- 
gentleman with whom they have been so long and so in- | cessity of withholding them. It will hardly be avowed 
timately associated, to testify, in the conclusion of this | that the legacies are retained until it can be ascertained 
repoit, the high sense they have individually entertain- | whether the estate be sufficient to pay them, and the 
ed, of the intelligence, urbanity, and efficiency, with | executors and residuary legatees are above the suspi- 
which Mr. Gilpin unifor mly dischar ged his important | cion that they are retained, that an interest may be made 
and sometimes complicated duties, and to express their | for the benefit of either, from money which does not be- 
best wishes for his happiness in every station to which long té them, but was given to others under very pe- 
his talents and capacity for enlarged usefulness may call | cyliar circumstances. 
him. : : Your memorialists have therefore been induced to ap- 
Signed by order and in behalf of the president and | ply to the ccuncils as residuary legatees, for their con- 
directors. : sent as far as will concern them, to the payment of 
ROBERT M. LEWIS, President. | these legacies, in like manner as if a year had elapsed 
S. Grirrirts Fisuer, Secretary. since the testator’s death, so that no apprehension may 
d Del aisle lla, remain that those who take by the will of their rela. 
Chesapeake and De a. ? 839 ° g tive the great mass of his estate will at any time censure 
June Ath, ; or complain of the executors for not withholding from 
the family of a great public benefactor, until the last 
From the Philadelphia Gazette. hour which the law tolerates, the acknowledgments 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. which he has made of the — of Ory. 
* ° © > 
Friday, June 8, 1832. JEAN GIRARD, Junr. 


SELECT COUNCIL.—Mr. Pertit presented a pe- | Philadelphia, 14th June, 1832. 
tition praying that Lawson street be paved, which was\ Mr. Perrir presented the annexed petition from 
referred to the paving pe f, the inhabit | Messrs, Mordecai and Samuel N. Lewis, which was refer- 

_ pets yas oe teed = = ze _redto a joint committee of two members of each council, 
ants 0 > i i - 
nuisance, which was referred to ™~ —ae eonmniise. eae oe Baker and Moss were ap 

A communication was received from the city com- : ; s 
missioners, which was referred to the same committee. To the Select and oo ee of the city of Phila- 

The ordinance relative to wooden buildings, was ta-| - _ 

The memorial of Mordecai Lewis and Samucl N. 


ken up for consideration, and was passed. — 
Mr. Grovzs moved to take up the resolution he offer- ' Lewis, respectfully showeth: 
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That your memorialists are the owners of the entire 
square of ground, bounded by Pine and Lombard, and 
Schuylkill 7th and 8th streets, in the city of Philadel- 
phia. That on the said ground, they have erected 
buildings at great expence, for the manufactory of white 
and red lead; and have their manufactory in successful 
operation. That they have found it expedient to put 
up new beds for the corroding of the lead; and early in 
the season commenced the preparation for the same. 
That early in the month of April, they gave an order 
to cut the stuff for the work, and it was prepared and 
principally hauled on the ground between the Ist and 
the 7th of June. That the carpenter who had been en- 
gaged long before, commenced his work on the 9th of 
June, and has prepared a considerable part of the frame. 
That the foundation was done before the 1st of June, 
and all this without any knowledge or suspicion that it 
was contemplated to enact an ordinance, which would 
in any way or manner affect the building proposed to be 
erected. 

Your memorialists respectfully submit to councils, 
that their case is one which seems to require relief by an 
exemption from the ordinance recently passed in rela- 
tion to the erection of wooden or frame buildings. Great 
expense has been incurred in preparation, which must 
be almost wholly lost. The operations of a useful man- 
ufactory materially interfered with; and thus great and 
serious injury done to your memorialists, by an ordi- 
nance, which is virtually as relates to them ex post facto; 
and that too in a case in which as they are the propri- 
etors of the square of ground, the erection of a frame 
cannot be of any possible injury to any other of the citi- 
zens. 

Your memorialiststherefore respectfully request, that 
a resolution may be passed by councils, which shall ex- 
empt from the operation of the ordinance in question, 
the buildings already commenced by your memorialists 
on the ground heretofore mentioned. 


MORDECAI LEWIS, 
SAM’L. N. LEWIS. 


Philadelphia, June 14, 1832. 


Mr. Totanp offered the following resolution which 
was adopted by both councils. 

Resolved, by the select and-common councils of the 
city of Philadelphia. That the executors of the late 
Stephen Girard be, and they are hereby authorized, so 
far as the interests of this corporation, as residuary le- 
gatees are concerned, to pay all persons entitled to re- 
ceive bequests under his will, the sums to which they 
are respectively entitled by said will, without waiting 
for the expiration of the year, from the date of his de- 
cease. 

Mr. Psrtit presented the annexed petition from 
Stephen Kingston, which was referred to the committee 
on Rittenhouse square. 


To the Select and Common Councils of the city of Phila- 
delphia: 

The memorial of Stephen Kingston, proprietor of the 
lot from Fourth to Fifth street, Rittenhouse square, on 
the south side, respectfully sheweth: 

That as the said square is to be forthwith inclosed 
with a handsome fence and planted with trees, your me- 
morialist begs leave to propose, that the front of all 
buildings on said lots shall be erected on piers or co- 
lumns, eighteen feet in height, projecting over the 
space appropriated for a footway, which footway not to 
be less than twelve feet in width, and the houses of 
brick or marble, or of both, and to be of equal height, 
affording protection at all times, 


“From storms a shelter, and from heat a shade,” 


On which memorialist is willing to bind himself, his 
heirs and assigns, to comply with the ordinance, all other 
proprietors of lots bounding on said square; may be in- 
vited to enter into similar contracts. That this arrange- 
ment will contribute in an eminent degree to beautfy 

Vor, IX. 50 


a 


the city, extend its celebrity, and render it more attrac- 
tive, cannot be doubted. 
Very respectfully, gentlemen, 
Your obedient serv’t, 
STEPHEN KINGSTON. 
Mr. Perrit presented the subjoined letter, with the 
map, from Mr. Trautwine. 


Philadelphia, June 14, 1832. 

Dear Sir,—Will you do me the favour to present the 
accompanying map (in my name) tothe city councils— 
it will perhaps prove serviceable to them while consid- 
ering the propriety of continuing the Columbia road 
down Broad street, from Vine to South, and as it is 
drawn from actual survey may be interesting to such of 
the members as own property along the line. With the 
greatest respect, Yours, &c. 

JOHN C. TRAUTWINE. 

Tomas Pettit, Esq. 

Mr. Groves offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 

Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, That 
the committee on Washington and Rittenhouse squares 
be requested to make report of the amount already ex- 
pended, and the probable amount that may be required 
to complete the improvements heretofore authorised by 
councils to be made in Rittenhouse square. 

Mr. Jounson offered the annexed resolution, which 
was adopted, and Messrs. Johnson, Fox, Moss, and 
Wainwright, were appointed the commitee. 

Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, That a 
committee of two members from each council be ap- 
pointed for the purpose of purchasing wood for the ne- 
cessitous poor. 

Mr. Pettit presented the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the councils be and they 
are hereby tendered to John C. Trautwine, Esq. for the 
well executed and useful map of the eastern termina- 
tion of the Philadelphia and Columbia Rail-road, exe- 
= by him and presented in his name to the coun- 
cils. 

The following communication was received from the 
west Philadelphia canal company, which was referred 
to a special committee of two members of each council, 
and Messrs. Lippincott, Worrell, Hood and Okie, were 
appointed the committee. 


To the Members of the Select and Common Councils of 
the city of Philadelphia. 


GENTLEMEN—I am directed by the board of mana- 
gers of the west Philadelphia canal company, to inform 
you, that they have determined: speedily to commence, 
and as soon as practicable, complete the canal around 
the western abutment of the permanent bridge. 

In order to effect that object, they have resolved to in- 
crease the capital stock of the company $25,000 beyond 
the amount subscribed for incorporating it, but no mo- 
ney shall be required to be paid until four hundred 
shares of the additional stock shall have been subscrib- 
ed. 

The managers ate desirous to ascertain from councils 
what assistance the city will afford toward completing 
the work,as the board have determined not to com- 
mence the work, until the adequate funds are raised to 
fully execute their undertakings. Should councils ap- 
point a committee to examine the subject of this com- 
munication, they will be met by a committee from the 
managers, ready to conferand furnish councils with any 
information they may require in this behalf. 

Respectfully, &c. 
ROB. BETHELL. 

Sec’y Managers West Philada. Canal Co. 


Mr. Groves called up for consideration the following 
resolution, which he offered on the 10th of May, which 
was agreed to and adopted, and Messrs. Groves, Wor- 
rel], Pettit, Hood, Ryan and Moss were appointed the 
committee. 
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“With the view of carrying into effect that part of 
the willof Stephen Girard, which makes it the duty of 
the corporation of the city of Philadelphia, to erect 
buildings suitable for a college on the place and in the 
manner described in the said will—Therefore, 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, That a 
joint committee consisting of 3 members of each coun- 
cil be appointed for the purpose of advertising for and 
procuring plans for the said college and such out-build- 
ings as may be necessary to accommodate 300 students, 
and that the said committee be authorized to offer a 
premium of 400 dollars for the plan which may be ap- 
proved of, and 200 dollars for the one next in point of 
merit, and for the third best plan 150 dollars, which 
plans when receive. shall be reported to council at a 
special meeting, which shall be called for that purpose, 
who shall determine the premium aforesaid.” 

COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Sexton was called to 
the chair in the absence of the president. 

Petitions similar to those presented in the Select Coun- 
cil were received, 

Mr. Baxer, as chairman of the paving committee, 
made the two following reports and resolutions which 
were adopted. 

The paving committee to whom was referred the 
petition of a number of citizens, requesting Blight’s 
and South avenue to be paved, reported favorably. 

Mr. Moss as chairman of the committee to improve 
the western front of the city, made the following report 
and resolution, which were laid on the table, and the 
plan was directed to be placed in the city commission- 
ers’ office for inspection. 

**The committee appointed to report a plan for im- 
proving the city property between Market and Chesnut 
strects, on the river Schuylkill, report: 

That after giving the subject due consideration they 
have concluded to submit the plan which accompanies 
this report, as one which in their opinion is best adapt- 
ed to render this important portion of the city property 
most convenient for landing or shipping such articles as 
are transported on that river; and also that, which will 
produce the largest income, and which is well calcula- | 
ted to afford convenience to the citizens. 


The ware houses can be constructed or not as may | 
be hereafter determined on; but we would recommend | 
that the whole should be completed as soon as practi- 
cable, as well because we are satisfied from all the in- 
formation which we could collect, that the whole im- 
provement would produce such an income, as it would 
be impolitic not to realize with the least possible delay, 
but also that it would afford considerable accommodation 
to our fellow citizens and add much to the appearance 
of that important and improving part of the city. 


tion: 

Resolved, That the plan recommended by the com- | 
mittee as reported on the 14th day of June, for improv- | 
ing the city property on river Schuylkill, between | 
Market and Chesnut streets, be, and the same is hereby 
adopted.”’ 


The common council took up for consideration the 
resolution offered by Mr. Groves, for appointing a com- 
mittee to carry into effect the report of the committee 
relative to Mr. Girard’s lands, which was adopted and 
Messrs. Coryell and Sullivan were appointed the com- 
mittee on behalf the common council. 


The common council also concurred in the resolution 
relative to paying the expenses of the committee. 

Mr. Suttryan called up for consideration the resolu- 
tion which he offered ata previous meeting, relative to 
defraying the funeral expenses of the late Stephen Gi- 
rard, and when agreeing to the resolution, the yeas and 
nays were called for, and were as follows—Yeas, Messrs. 
Hood, Okie, Sexton and Sullivan—4. Nays, Messrs. 
Baker, Coryell, Horn, Leiper, Mayberry, Moss, Patter- 
son, Ryan, Wainwright and Wetherill—10. The reso- 
ution was lost. 
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SANITARY MEASURES. 
Monday, June 18, 1832. 

SELECT COUNCIL.—Mr. Nerr presented the fol- 
lowing petition from owners of property in Dock street, 
which was referred to the paving committee. 

To the Select and Common Council. 

The subscribers, residents and occupiers of stores in 
Dock street, beg leave to represent, that in consequence 
of the bad condition of the sewer in said street their 
cellars are completely inundated; thereby rendering 
them useless as places of storage and affecting the 
health and comfort of all who dwell in said street and 
its neighborhood. The subscribers would therefore 
pray that a committee be appointed from your honorable 
bodies to inquire into this cause of complaint, and if 
possible to have it remedied. 

Mr. Scott reported the following ordinance for Sani- 
tary purposes, which was passed. 

AN ORDINANCE FOR SANITARY PURPOSES. 

SECTION 1. Be it ordained and enacted by the citi- 
zens of Philadelphig, in select and common councils as- 
sembled, That the Mayor be authorised to borrow forth- 
with, at a rate of interest not to exceed 5 per cent per 
annum, the sum of $30,000, which loan shall be irre- 
deemable before the year 1852, and the certificates of 
which shall be issued and be transferable in the same 
manner as other certificates of city debt. 

Sect. 2. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, that the sum so raised shall, to- 
gether with the premium upon it, be passed to the cre- 
dit of a fund to be called the sanitary fund, and shall 
not be used for any purpose or purposes whatsoever, 
unconnected with sanitary measure's. 

Spor. 3. A&nd beit further ordained and enacted by the 
authority aforesaid, That a board to be called the “sanita- 
ry board” shall be forthwith constituted, to consist of 3 
members of the select council, and 5 members of the 
common council, together with the Micyor and Recorder 
of the city, whose duty it shall be tc direct all such 
measures towards the cleansing and }ourifying of the 
city as they may think proper, and with power and au- 

thority to prepare proper depots and places of recep- 
tion for the sick, and to do and perform :all such matters 
as in their discretion they may deem riglt. 

Sect. 4. And be it further ordained .and enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That the fund to be raised as 
aforesaid, shall be at the command and under the con- 
troul of said board, and shall be drawn from the treas- 
ury upon the order of the Mayor, whenev.er a vote of 
said board shall require it. 

Sect. 5. And beit further ordained and enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That the members of the select 
and common council shall be divided by the clerks by 





The committee therefore offer the following resolu- | lot, into classes, of the above numbers each, :.nd each 


class shall serve as members of said board 2 we«:ks, five 
of the board shall constitute a quorum, and they shall 
keep minutes of their proceedings, and shall mee¢ daily. 
Secr. 6. And beit further ordained and enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That 8 additional superirtend- 
ents of the streets shall be appointed by the Mayor, to 
be and continue in office as long as may be necesvary, 
at a salary of $40 per month, and that said superinte'nd- 
ents shall be charged with and responsible for the co'm- 
plete and entire cleanliness of the streets, lanes and 
alleys committed to their care: that the city shall be: 
divided forthwith by the Mayor and city commissioners 
into 8 districts, one of which shall be assigned to each 
of said superintendents, and the whole be carefully 
and unremittingly supervised and inspected by the two 
superintendents already existing. 
Enacted into an ordinance in the city of Philadel - 
phia, this 18th day of June, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two. 
SILAS W. SEXTON, 
President pro. tem. of the Common Council. 
JOHN M. SCOTT, 

President of the Select Council. 

Attest—Anrcn’p Ranpatt, Clerk of Select Council. 
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Mr. Nerr offered the annexed resolution, which was | cleaned and washed without any delay, and the gutters 


adopted by both councils. 


to be washed at least three times a week. 


Resolved by the select and common councils, That | JOHN OAKFORD, 


the city commissioners be directed to have Swanwick 
street, from George to Walnut street repaved forthwith, 
(under the direction of the paving committee should 
they deem it necessary. ) 

Mr. Perrit offered the two following resolutions, 
which were agreed to. 

Resolved, That it be respectfully suggested to the 
board of health, that one or more agents be immediate- 
ly employed by them, in each ward of the city of Phila- 
delphia, to visit and inspect all cellars, yards, docks, 
and privies, in said ward; and to report thereon to the 
board of health, with a view to the prompt cleansing 
and purifying of all such places as may be found to re- 
quire the attention of that board. 

Resolved, That the committee to whom was referred 
the communication received from the board of health, 
on the 4th inst. be authorized to confer with the board 
of health, and with any committee that may be appoint- 
ed for the purpose by the corporations of the adjoining 
districts, 

COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Sexo, was called to 
the chair. 

Mr. Hoop presented a proclamation from the board 
of health in Dublin, which was read, and referred to 
the Sanitary Board. 

Mr. Oxrs, as chairman of the committee on the draw- 
bridge wharf made the following report and resolution, 
which were adopted. 


The committee appointed for the purpose of inqui 
ring into the expediency of improving the drawbridge 
wharves, by converting the same into landings for the 
accommodation of steamboats. Report: 

That they have had that matter under serious con- 
sideration, and have come to the conclusion, that it 
would not be proper at this time to take any action up- 
on the subject. ‘They therefore, respectfully offer the 
following resolution, 

Resolved, that the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. ; 

The sanitary committee appointed by an ordinance 
of the select and common councils, met at the select 
council chamber. B. W. Rrcwarps, Esq. was appoint- 
ed chairman of the committee, and Groner Fox, Esq. 
Secretary. 

The commissioners of the district of Southwark have 
appointed John Carroll an agent, whose duty it is to 
walk every day through the streets, lanes, and alleys of 
the district, for the purpose of inquiring and ascertain- 
ing into all matters and things which may be prejudi- 
cial to the health of the district. 


He shall notice and report all nuisances on private 
property, more especially any impurity in the cellars or 
yards, to the board of health, and to the president of the 
corporation without delay. 


He shall notice and report all nuisances which he 
may find upon the streets, lanes and alleys, of the dis- 
trict of Southwark, without any delay, to the superin- 
tendent of police, and likewise to the president of the 
board; that is, 


Any dead carcase or any putrid or offensive matter 
which he may discover in the streets, &c. of the dis- 
trict, he is to report to the superintendent of police. 

Any stagnant water, heaps of street dirt, which nave 
remained in the streets more than twenty-four hours, 
he shall report to the superintendent of the district and 
likewise to the president of the board, without delay. 

He shall report every other matter or thing which he 
may discover prejudicial to public health, to the»presi- 
dent of the board. 
strThe commissioners have likewise directed all the 

eets, lanes and alleys of the district, to be thoroughly 








Clerk of the District of Southwark. 


The guardians of the poor also, on Monday, appoint- 
ed a committee of three members to confer with a simi- 
lar committee of the board of health. 


From the Blairsville Record. 
CAPTAIN SAMUEL BRADY. 


We are indebted to Doctor James Mease of Phila- 
| delphia, for the letters of General Broadhead, relative 





} 


| to Captain Samuel Brady, which appear in our paper of 


| to-day. 
‘Heap QUARTERS, rn 


June 26th, 1679, 


Dear S1r,—About a fortnight ago three men whom I 
| had sent to reconnoitre the Seneca country, returned 
\from Venango, being chased by a number of warriors 

who were coming down the river in canoes; they con- 
tinued their pursuit, until they came to this side Kittan- 
ning, and the white men narrowly escaped. A few 
days ago they returned. Capt. Brady with twenty 
white men anda young Delaware chief, all well painted, 
set out towards the Seneca country, and the Indian war- 
riors proceeded towards the settlement. They killed a 
soldier between Fort Crawford and Fort Hand, and pro- 
ceeded towards Sewickly settlement, where they killed 
a woman and her four children, and took two children 
prisoners. Capt. Brady fell in with seven Indians of 
the party, about 15 miles above Kittanning, where the 
Indians had chosen an advantageous position for their 
camp. He however surrounded and attacked them, at 
the break of day: killed the Indian Captain, a noted 
warrior of the Muncy Nation, and mortally wounded 
several more; but the woods were remarkably thick, and 
the party could not pursue the villains after they had 
stopped their wounds, which they always do, as soon 
as possible after receiving them. Capt. Brady however 
retook six horses, two prisoners, the scalps, and all their 
plunder, and got all the Indian’s guns, tomahawks, 
match coats, mockasins; in fine, every thing they had 
except their breech clouts.” 


The expedition of Capt. Brady to Sandusky, referred 
toin one of the numbers of ‘‘Kiskiminetas,” is mention- 
ed by Gen. Broadhead in three letters, In one to presi- 
dent Reed of Pennsylvania, under dates of June 29 and 
30th, 1780, he says—“Capt. Lieut. Brady has just re- 
turned from Sandusky; he took two squaws prisoners 
within a mile from their principal town, one of whom 
made her escape after six days march: the other he 
brought to Euscusky, where he met seven warriors who 
had taken a woman and child from Chartiers creek; he 
fired on the captain of the party and killed him, and has 
brought in the white woman and the Indian scalp, but 
the squaw made her escape at the same time. When 
Capt. Brady fired upon the Indian party, he had only 
three white men, and only two rounds of powder left. 
He was out 32 days, six of which he was destitute of 
provisions, but has brought his whole party safe to this 
place.” 





SLavery IN PennsrLvanta.—Of the 221 persons 
returned as slayes in the eastern district of this com- 
monwealth, 160 are under 35 years of age; and of the 
182 in the western district, 150 are under 35 years of 
age; so that out of the 403 which the census exhibits 
as slaves, 310 are certainly free, and were free at the 

| taking of the enumeration: and, of the remaining 93, 
| 86 were under fifty-five, and over thirty-six years of age. 
Supposing that only two-thirds of these were under 
fifty, at the taking of the census, then, the whole slave 
population of the state did not exceed 69.—Pitis. Gaz. 
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CENSUS OF POTTER, SUSQUEHANNA: 


















































* Townships in this county are not kept separate, 
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UNION CANAL. 


of the Union Canal of Pennsylvania. 





STLE TO FRENCHTOWN. — (Jens 


ee 
a nd 


| $59,137 21; and was derived from the following commo- 
A description of the plan, and a statement of the cost, | on, Ve 


Flour, wheat and rye, whiskey, iron, coal, lumber, 


| shingles, staves, gypsum, fish, salt, merchandize, corn, 


The Union Canal Company of Pennsylvania connects | flaxseed, cloverseed, cotton, tobacco, leather, limestone 
the Susquehanna at Middletown, nine miles below Har- | butter, lard, hemp, bricks, &c. ; 
risburg, with the Schuylkill, three miles above the The repairs of this canal from the Ist of April, 1828 
head of the Girard canal, two miles below Reading, and | to January 1, 1831, amounted to $14,737 40. ; 
about fifty-seven miles above Philadelphia. Repairs for 1831 alone, $2,723, which shows that the 


Its length is 80 miles, exclusive of a navigable feeder | 
on the Swatara, hereafter mentioned. 

Its works comprehend a tunnel of 245 yards in length, 
18 feet wide, and 14 feet in height, two summit reser- 





amount for repairs is fast decreasing. 

It has four collectors of tolls, whose salaries amount al- 
together, to about $1,250 per annum; 80 lock tenders 
and engineers at water works, who receive on an aver- 


voirs, containing 12 milllions of cubic feet of water, one | age, $10,223 25 per annum for their services. 


of them covering 27, and the other 8 acres; two steam 

engines of 100 horse power each, and three water 

wheels for feeding the canal by pumping; two dams, one 

across the Schuylkill, near Reading, and the other | 
across the Swatara, below Hummelstown; 43 waste | 
weirs; 49 culverts; 135 bridges; 12 small and two large 

aqueducts: the latter are over the Swatara, one 276 

feet, the other 175 in length; two guard locks of wood, 

92 locks of cut stone, and 14 miles of protection walls 

of stone. 


The Swatara feeder, which is, in fact, a branch canal, 
is 24 miles in length, including the great reservoir, 
formed by a dam 40 feet high, and covering near 1,000 
acres of surface, extending the navigation to the basins 
at Pine Grove. A rail-road of about four miles in length 
has also been constructed, commencing at the basins in | 
Pine Grove, and extending to the neighborhood of the 
coal mines, with a rise of about 130 feet. 


The tolls are collected at the following places, viz. 
Fair Mount, Reading, Lebanon, and Middletown, and 
some of the lock tenders are allowed to receive tolls 
from boats passing a short distance on the line. 


RAIL-ROAD FROM NEWCASTLE TO FRENCH- 
TOWN, 


In the State of Delaware. 


The length of the road from the centre of Front 
street, in Newcastle, to the wharf, on Elk_river, at 
Frenchtown, is 86,910 feet, or 16 46,100 miles. 

Note.—The length of a straight line, connecting the 
eastern and western terminations of the road, is 84,332 
feet, or 15 97.100 miles. 

This road is composed of 6 curves and 6 straight 
lines, of which the curves amount to 27,240 feet, or 


The works, and especially the numerous aqueducts | 5 16.100 miles. 


and locks, have the reputation of being well construct- 
ed. 

On the eastern division of the Union canal, there 
are— 

37 miles and 61 chains of canal, 

3 42.80 miles of towing path, 

54 locks and two guard locks, 

$11 feet of descent. 

On the western division— 

33 4.80 miles of canal, 

6.80 towing path, 

37 locks to the Pennsylvania canal, 





And the straight lines amount to 59,670 feet, or 
113.10 miles. 

The radius of the least. curve is 10,560 feet, or 2 
miles. ‘The deflection on 100 feet of which, is 119.1000 
of a foot, or 1 4,10 inches, 

The radius of the greatest curve is 20,000 feet, or 


| 379.100 miles. The deflection on 100 feet of which, 


is 0.062 of a foot, or 3 ofan inch. 

The road bed is graded 26 feet wide, exclusive of 
side drains; average width, including drains, about 35 
feet. 

The whole amount of excavation, exclusive of those 


1924 feet of descent, | drains, is 496,000 cubic yards. 


2 locks of wood at Middletown, near the mouth of | 


' The whole amount of embankment is 423,000 cubic 


Swatara; descent 16 feet. | yards. 
The summit level, which is planked, bottom and} There are 4 bridges or viaducts, and 29 culverts of 


sides, is 6 78.80 miles in length. 


Width of canal at bottom, 24 feet, 
c¢ 66 surface of water,36 ‘** 
Depth, 4 « 
Depth of summit level, Sie 
Length of lock chamber, se ¢ 
Breadth of do 84“ 
Length of boat, ae © 


8 ** 3 inches, 


Breadth, out and out, 
7 “6 “<e 


Greatest width inside the clear, 


| stone masonry. 
The deepest excavation is 36 3.10 feet. 
The highest embankment 23 9.10 feet. 
The greatest ascent or descent on the road is 29 feet 
} toa mile. This grade is only for about 7.10 of a mile 
| next to the western termination of the road. 
The greatest ascent or descent on any other part of 
the road, is 16 8,10 feet per mile, 
The cost of graduation, including the cutting of 
drains, filling wharves for landings at New Castle and 


Burthen from 25 to 30 tons, and will draw three feet | Frenchtown; and also horse track within the rails, and 


water: requires one horse or mule, and the attendance 
of one man and one boy. 

The Swatara feeder is 63 miles long, 20 feet in 
width, ‘four miles long, five feet wide, and two feet 
deep, descent 7 feet. ; 

Feeder from Kentner’s reservoir, 1} miles long, two 
feet deep, and 44 feet wide; descent 4 20.100 feet. 

The cost of this canal and rail-road has been, exclusive of 
interest on loans,about two millions of dollars. Its stock 
consists of 2,500 shares of new, and 738 shares of old 
stock, at $200 each, which are now selling in the Phila- 
delphia market at 228 to $230 for the former, and 185 
to 190 for the latter. The company have loans amount- 
ing to $1,430,000, upon which they pay quarterly an 
interest at the rate of six per cent. per annum. 

The tolls of this canal for the two last years, amount- 
ed to the following sums: in 1830, $35,133 82; in 1831, 


exclusive of masonry, $185,000 
Or, per mile, about 11,000 
The cost of bridges and culverts (materials and 

_ workmanship) about 16,000 
Or, per mile, nearly 1,000 


A single track of rail-road is laid down with seven 
sidelings for turn-outs of 500 feet in length each. 

On about 9 miles of the track, the rails are laid upon 
blocks of granite, containing each about 2 cubic feet, 

_ placed at the distance of 3 feet apart from centre to 
centre, and well bedded on sand or gravel. 

The string pieces upon which the iron bars, or rails, 
are laid, are of Georgia yellow heart pine, 6 inches 
square, and are fastened to the blocks by cast iron 
knees, two to each stone. 

The iron rails (or bars) are 2} inches wide, and j of 
an inch thick, 
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On the remainder of the track, say 74 miles, the 
string pieces and rails of the above description, are sup- 
ported on wood foundations; the greater portion of 
which is of the description following, viz. 

Hemlock plank, averaging about 10 inches wide and 
4 inches thick, are laid lengthwise along the track on 
both sides, in the bottom, resting on sand or gravel. On 
this foundation, cross sleepers of white oak, about 74 
feet long, and eight inches in diameter, are laid 3 
feet apart from centre to centre, which are spiked down 
to the plank. On these sleepers, the string pieces rest, 
and are secured to them in the usual manner, 
The cost of materials and workmanship 

for the part of the track with stone 

foundations, per mile, 

Cost of materials and workmanship for 
the part of track with wood foundation, 
per mile, 4,440 00 

The total cost of the road, including land, 
fencing, damages, wharves or landings, 
expense of engineer department, pay of 
officers, &c. and exclusive of depots 
and other buildings not completed, 

Or, per mile, about 


$6,300 00 


From Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser. 


LEGAL DECISION. 


vs. 


Philadelphia. 
Hyneman. 


Judges Barnes, Hallowell and Cox. 


This was an application by creditors to stay proceed- 


ings upon fi, fus. issued upon two judgments, amount- | 
ing together to about $7000, confessed to the plaintiff | 


on the 25th of December, 1831, two days before a gen- 
eral assignment by the defendant. On the 31st of De- 
cember, a rule was obtained upon the plaintiff to show 
cause why the executions should not be set aside, and a 


rule to take the depositions of witnesses to be read in 
evidence. 


Upon the return of the rule to shew cause, many long 
depositions were read on both sides. 

The case was argued on the 7th and 8th of March 
inclusive, by Samuel Brashears and Job R. Tyson, 
Esqrs. for the creditors in support of the rule, and by 
Joseph R. Ingersoll and John K. Kane, Esqrs. for the 
plaintiff against the rule. 

The counsel for the creditors contended that an issue 
to try the validity of these judgments should be award- 
ed, because they were confessed by a son to his father 
on the eve of an assignment—because the testimony 
was contradictory, and the court could not decide the 
question of relative credibility between witnesses—be- 
cause the evidence established a former partnership 
between the parties to these judgments, and there was 
no proof of its dissolution—because the ability of the 
plaintiff to lend the money for which these judgments 
were alleged to be given was not satisfactorily shown, 
but on the contrary his recent insolyency—because the 








| executions upon vague suspicion and surmise of 


fraud. 


| The court held the case under advisement, and on 
| the 27th of April, rule discharged. 








From Poulson’s Daily Advertiser. 
LAW CASE. 


Commonwealth, 


vs. MURDER—-June 18th, 1832. 
John Moore. 


This case was tried on Monday, the above date, at 
an adjourned session of the Court of Oyer and Termi- 
ner, before Judge King and his associates. The defen- 
dant was convicted in April, 1831, of murder in the se- 
cond degree, but a new trial was granted. The facts 
were substantially these. In June,1830, John Moore met 
the deceased, Richard Simpson, a deputed constable of 
Moyamensing, and with a stick, which Moore, having 
but one leg, was accustomed to use, together with his 
crutch, in walking, he gave the deceased a blow on the 


365,000 00 | forehead over the right eye. The wound bled profuse - 


ly, and the deceased was, the same day taken to the 


22,000 00 | Pennsylvania Hospital,where, after remaining three days, 


he died. The blow was sudden, and Simpson at the 
time having offered no provocation or resistance. He 
declared immediately after his injury, that Moore had 
given him his death blow; and with proof of threats on 


molested him, as well as passionate expressions of satis- 
faction after the blow had been struck, this, together 
with the deceased’s intemperate habits, proved by cross- 
examination, was, in substance, the evidence for the 
commonwealth. No physician was called by the pro- 
secution to give evidence. 

For the defendant, there was some evidence that the 
| deceased, under color of his office, had vexatiously in- 
) terfered with, and arrested the prisoner, but he mainly 
| rested his case on two different depositions, taken for 
| the first and second trials, of Dr. Thomas E. Wilson of 
| Georgia, atthe time one of the resident physicians of 
| the Pennsylvania Hospital. He testified in substance, 
| that from the slightness of the wound, he hesitated whe- 
‘ther to admit the deceased into the Hospital, but 
/having been informed by the deceased, and his friend, 

when the former was brought to the institution, that his 
habits were those of a sober man, he had administered 
| to him remedies calculated to prevent any inflammation, 
‘or the occurrence of any other disease which might pos- 
sibly arise from his slight wounds. That on the second 
| day, mania a potu, with all its attending symptoms, had 
| fully developed itself, which disease continued until he 
jdied. That he made a post mortem examination, (the 
) details of which were fully given,) at which time the 

wound was entirely healed, and that he found no inflam- 
_Mmation or external or internal injury whatever, to the 
Skull or the brain; and he further gave his opinion, that 
| the deceased died of mania a pot, “and from no other 

cause.” 


Dr. Thomas Harris, of this city, was called by the 


ea court for the city and county of | the part of the defendant, to ‘fix the deceased” if he 


evidence would not authorize judgments de novo for | defendant’s counsel; he fully attested the talents and 
those specific amounts—and lastly, because where there | professional reputation of Dr. Wilson, and, by opinions 
is a mere allegation of fraud or collusion, to the preju- | pertinent to the case in question, corroborated Dr. 
dice of creditors, an issue is always directed. It was | W’s. evidence. ‘This was the amount of the testimony 
replied, by the counsel for the plaintiff, that the rule | for the defendant. After full argument of counsel, 
should be discharged as the defendant in the. judgments | Judge King charged the Jury on the general features of 
was proved to be without means, and could not have | the case; adverting to the misrepresentation of the de- 
commenced business but for the assistance of the plain- | ceased’s intemperate habits by himself and his friend on 


tiff—that it was distinctly proved that, though lately in- 
solvent, the plaintiff had accumulated considerable sums 
of money—that witnesses had sworn to the considera- 
tion for which these judgments were confessed, and 
these witnesses were not justly impeached in credit— 
that the time of confessing and the party by whom they 
were confessed are immaterial, and cannot affect judg- 
ments founded upon consideration—and finally, that 
the plaintiff should not be deprived of the benefit of 


their coming to the hospital, as having induced and jus- 
tified the medical treatment he at first received; that 
this was to be attributed to the deceased himself and 
not to the defendant; and that this circumstance, not 
appearing on the former trial, together with the greater 
fullness and strength of the testimony of the Physicians, 
varied the present case more in favor of the defend- 
ant, and increased those doubts, which existing on a 
former occasion, had induced the court to grant hima 
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new trial. Judge King’s charge, throughout, was fa- 
vorable to the prisoner; and the jury, after a few mi- | 
nutes deliberation, returned a verdict of nor GUILTY, | 
and the defendant was discharged. 

Counsel for the commonwealth, M. W. Asn, Esq. | = ———— ieee 


Attorney General. For the defendant, S, Rusu, and H. During the past week, the news of the cholera ex- 
Hetmortna, Esqrs. isting in Quebec, &c. reached the city, and has occa- 


Drzp,—At his residence in Wayne township, in this sioned much excitement, which has lead to the adoption 
county, on the 27th ult. Mr. Hoeu Herrennay, in the | of “sanitary measures,” by the board of Health, 
76th year of his age, a soldier of the revolution. He city Councils, and district corporations; some of 


was a native of Ireland, but emigrated to this state some i i i 
; : os whose proceedings will b " 
time previous to the commencement of hostilities; with P ings will be found in the present num 


a bosom fired with the princples of civil liberty, he | ber. So far as human exertions will prevent the intro- 
enrolled his name among that gallant band, whose me- | duction and extensive prevalence of this dreadful dis- 


poe 3 — be Seupethen, while we has a friend on | ease, measures appear to have been adopted—in pro- 
earth. e joined the army at the opening of our | : : : . . 

struggle for independence, nor did he return his sword moting Geanlinem, autitn: Gie — 0 . feaylams for 
to its place, or his bayonet to its scabbard, until victory | those afflicted with the malady,should it visit us. So far as 
had crowned his toils, his dangers, his scars and bleed- | alarm is necessary to produce this effect, it is well; but it is 
ing wounds with success, in the capture of Lord Corn- | questionable how far it is proper, to terrify the inhabi- 


wallis. During that protracted contest, le was in five tants, by injudicious publications, calculated to produce 
general actions, one seige and two storms, viz: Stony é 


Point and Pigeon Hill. At Stony Point, he was one | # State of mind, pre-disposing the body to the attacks 
who composed the forlorn hope; besides many, very of disease, should it unfortunately gain admission 
many sharp and severe rencontres, where danger and | amongst us, 

death, was spread around with unsparing hand. His 
numerous scars and wounds, bore ample and indubita- . . 
ble evidence, that ne had often been where none but ” rand “eedenmnantety “- ne and ste neORaay 
the brave dare venture. In the private walks of civil | "ticle on Butler county, written by an intelligent gen- 
life, he was esteemed as an honest man, and like a| tleman of that county, for another purpose, and com- 
shock of corn in its season, he has been gathered home | municated to us by a friend. Our columns have always 


to the house appointed for all living, old and full of | peen open to topographical descriptions of the differ- 

















days, and grass to wave over the spot where he has his | 


friends along with his sorrows forgot.—Crawf. Messen. 





Diepv—lIn the 80th year of his age, at his residence 
in Reading, on Sunday evening last, General Joseru 
Hresrer, late governor of the commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania. 

The deceased, is one of the heroes of the revolution- 
ary war, entered the army that achieved the Indepen- 
dence of our country, at an early period of hislife. He 


| ent sections of the state—and we have frequently invit- 
| 


| ed communications of this kind—and all our volumes 


, contain more or less of them. But we regret to observe 
| 80 little disposition on the part of men of leisure and 
intelligence in the interior, to furnish information re- 
specting the neighborhoods in wisich they reside; which, 
though not perhaps deemed important to themselves, is 
still much desired by those at a distance, who can only in 


was engaged in the battle of Long Island; was among}, . P se 
the captured of that day so disastrous to the American | this way become well informed of the real condition of 
arms, and subsequently confined on board the prison the state—and who may have an opportunity of using it 


ship Jersey. After his exchange had been effected, | to the advantage of the writers themselves, and their 


with a gallant spirit unsubdued in the glorious cause of 


his country, again entered the army and was engaged | 


in the battle of Germantown and Brandywine. When 
the independence of the country from the galling 
thraldom of British tyranny and oppression had been 
established by the heroes of those ‘‘times that tried 
men’s souls,”” he served many years in the Legislature 
of his native state: And for a long period subsequently, 
with the almost unanimous voice of his fellow citizens 
of his district, served his country in the Legislature of 
the Union, with a zeal in common weal of his 
country, unsurpassed by that of any of his cotempora- 
ries, who conjointly had been clothed with the impor- 
tant and highly responsible powers of that dignified sta- 
tion. In private life, the deceased was a kind and ten- 
der husband, an affectionate and indulgent parent, a 
good, charitable and hospitable neighbor, and a warm 
and zealous friend. —Reading Journal. 





In answer to the inquiries some time since made in 
the Recorp, of the right time to cut timber, to have it 
durable, we are authorized by Jesse McCall, Esq. of 
West Goshen, to state that d/ack oak rails, are now in 
use on this place, which were cut in the month of June, 
1801; the posts were of Chestnut, cut at the same time, 
some few of which were in use the present spring; and 
these facts seem clearly to convey the idea, that black 
oak rails should be cut in the month of June, to insure 
their durability. The curious may examine them, by 
calling on Esq. McCall,— West, Chest. Rec. 


| neighbors, by directing the course of emigrants, who 
| are now flocking to our shores, to those parts of the 
| state where their settlement is most needed, and will be 
| of most utility. 


j 





Mina, whose name has become familiar throughout 
| the United States, as the murderer of Mr. Chapman, 
| was executed agreeably to his sentence, on Thursday, 

the 21st instant, at Doylestown. The concourse of 
spectators, as usual on such occasions, was immense. 





We are indebted to two gentlemen at Washington, 
for copies of a document laid before congress by the 
committee on internal improvements, containing valua- 
ble information in relation to steam carriages, rail-roads, 
and canals. From this we have derived the summaries 
in the present number, respecting the Union canal, and 

| the New Castle and Frenchtown rail-road. 





Printed every SATURDAY MORNING by WILLIAM F. GED- 
| DES, No. 9 Library Street, Philadelphia; where, and at the PUB- 
LICATION OFFICE, IN FRANKLIN PLACE, second door back 
| of the Post Office,(front room) subscriptions will be thankfully re- 
ceived. Price FIVE DOLLARS per annum, payable annually 
| by subscribers residing in or near the city, or where there is aR 
| agent. Other subscriber's pay in advance. 





ee 


